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Overlays for Birds of Wiltshire

Two of these three sheets of overlays show the distributions and relative
abundances of a selection of eight habitats in Wiltshire. The third repeats three
of the four endpaper maps from the book itself. Overlaid on the species maps in
the book, they will serve to show which habitats and features may influence bird
distribution and numbers in the county.

The maps of the eight habitats are derived from the UK Land Cover Map
2000, a project of the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH). They are
the results of analysis of data from Earth observation satellites for 1998 or the
nearest alternative year (thus, within the survey period for Birds of Wiltshire). The
satellite sensors record spectral reflectances from the Earth’s surface, on a grid of
approximately 25x%25 m cells. This does mean, however, that smaller features are
not represented on the Land Cover Maps: for example, many ponds and smaller
rivers are not detected, and so do not show as ‘Open water’. Further details
of the project, habitat definitions, and issues regarding data, can be found at:
www.ceh.ac.uk/sections/seo/lcm2000_home.html.

The data on each overlay show the proportion of each 1-km square covered by
that habitat. (Seven of the eight maps are derived from the 1-km raster subclass
habitat data, the exception being ‘Built-up areas and gardens’, which is an
aggregate class.) The one headed ‘Arable: other annual crops’ is the Land Cover
Map subclass ‘Arable horticulture’, since it essentially includes all non-cereal
field (rather than garden) crops from oilseed rape and brassicas to peas and root
vegetables. Note that ‘Improved grassland’ comprises all managed grassland,
including not only agricultural pasture but also, for example, football pitches. See
the CEH website for further details.

Two different keys have been used to map these data, as the categories chosen
for the more abundant habitats would largely mask the variation in cover of those
that are less widespread (see below).

The overlays for ‘Relief’ and ‘Features’ have been derived from Ordnance
Survey data. That for ‘Geology’ is based, with permission, on the one published
in TheWiltshire Flora (Gillam 1993).
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